Special Committee on Personal Injuries and Insurance 
The focus of the Special Committee was once again on recovery agents and insurance matters in 2006. 

Nicholas Pirie continued to monitor, meet with agencies and follow up various motor and marine insurance issues including untraced drivers, container handling safety, compulsory third party insurance for launches, ferries and pleasure crafts, the problem of light vans carrying passengers and luggage to and from the airport and the setting up of a fund to assist visitors who were required to put up security for costs when pursuing personal injuries litigation. Nicholas’ continued enthusiasm and work deserves due recognition in this report.

Recovery agents continue with their activities and the Special Committee received a complaint on one particularly bad case earlier this year which involved a plaintiff under a mental disability. In this case the court approved a settlement for the mentally disabled plaintiff but fully one third of the damages were paid out to a recovery agent by the next friend. The court had been misled into payment out of one third on the grounds that the damages were for the mother’s pre-trial services and expenses and for the maintenance and care of the plaintiff when the damages were in fact paid to a recovery agent. It is hoped that there will never be a recurrence of such a case and that any practitioner found acting for a recovery agent is reported to the appropriate authorities. The widespread involvement of recovery agents in personal injuries cases is a blot on the administration of justice in Hong Kong. Given the lack of any real initiative to tackle the problem on the part of the authorities, it is high time that a more pro-active approach is taken by the Bar and the Law Society.
On a more pleasant note my thanks once again go to all the members of the Special Committee whose support the Bar looks forward to in 2007.
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